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Wisdom Behind the Curtain – Job 1

I. Bad things do happen to God’s people. (1:1-5)

“This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.” (1:1b)


Compare Job to other second millennium B.C. Near Eastern theodicies:  

Man and His God, a Sumerian Poem (poem of 146 lines written about 2000 B.C.)

cf. Derek Kidner, An Introduction to Wisdom Literature (IVP, 1985, pp. 56-89, 132-138.)

The writer acknowledges that all are sinners and seeks pardon from his god.  The god is then mollified and drives away the tormenting demons, receiving praise from his grateful worshipper.

I Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom, the Babylonian Job (written about 1500-1200 B.C.)

The writer suffers under the sovereign god, Marduk, and after the sickness demons are banished, the written praises Marduk.  In contrast with Job, there is doubt as to whether men can know any of heaven’s moral standards, and the sufferer’s afflictions are the result of his religious lapse, unlike Job, who was a righteous sufferer.


The Babylonian Theodicy (written about 1000 B.C.)

A poem of 27 eleven-line stanzas, displays a righteous sufferer who eventually decides to “throw it all up” - - - gods, home, everything - - - out of despair (the exact opposite of what Job did).
II.
Bad things only happen if God permits. (1:6-12) 



“Have you considered my servant Job?”


“Does Job fear God for nothing?”



“Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.”








III.   
Bad things can be very bad. (1:3-19)


“…a messenger came…‘the Sabeans attacked…’”



“…another messenger came…‘The fire of God fell from the sky…’”



“…another messenger came…‘The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties…’”



“…yet another messenger came… ‘a mighty wind swept in…’”



cf.  Hab. 3:16-19; Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:28; Isa. 53:10

IV.   
Bad things produce good things in God’s people. (1:20-22)

A. We acknowledge our pain. (1:20)
“At this Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head.”

B. We worship God. (1:21)
“Then he fell to the ground in worship.”

1.  We acknowledge our dependence.


“Naked I came…naked I will depart.”

2. We acknowledge the Lord’s sovereignty.

“The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.”

3. We bless the Lord.

“…may the name of the Lord be praised.”

C. We do not accuse God of wrongdoing. (1:22)
“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”



























































































The biblical theodicy:





		■ Human suffering comes from a fallen world (natural evil).





		■ Our fallen world comes from human moral rebellion.


			cf. Gen. 3:17-19





		■ Human sin comes by a personal tempter/adversary.


			cf. Gen. 3:1-5





		■ The tempter is allowed by divine decree.


			cf. Psa. 135:6; Isa. 45:7; Lam. 3:37





		■ The decree fulfills God’s purpose to glorify Himself.





		■ God’s glory ultimately eliminates all our suffering and evil.


			cf. Rev. 19-22





The book of Job presents three options: (see SRSB, p. 748)





		• God is powerful but not good.





		• God is good but not powerful.





		• God is good and powerful.














A Brief Outline of Job





Prose Prologue – Job tested


Poetic Dialogue – Job taught


Job’s lament (chapter 3)


Three rounds of speeches by Job and friends (chapters 4-27)


Job’s discourse on wisdom and final defense (chapters 28-31)


Elihu’s four discourses (chapters 32-37)


The Lord speaks, Job listens (chapters 38-42:6)


Prose Epilogue (42:7-17) – Job vindicated
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