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Spiritual Revival: Seek the Lord

In our text today, we see that, as a result of spiritual revival, God’s people experience great joy.
Let’s look at our text:

2 Chronicles 15:1-19

The Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded, 2 and he went out to meet Asa and said to
him, “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The Lord is with you while you are with him. If
you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. 3 For a long time
Israel was without the true God, and without a teaching priest and without law, 4 but when in their
distress they turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them. 5 In
those times there was no peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for great disturbances
afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. 6 They were broken in pieces. Nation was crushed by nation
and city by city, for God troubled them with every sort of distress. 7 But you, take courage! Do not
let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded.”

As soon as Asa heard these words, the prophecy of Azariah the son of Oded, he took courage and
put away the detestable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities that he
had taken in the hill country of Ephraim, and he repaired the altar of the Lord that was in front of
the vestibule of the house of the Lord. 9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those from
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon who were residing with them, for great numbers had deserted to
him from Israel when they saw that the Lord his God was with him. 10 They were gathered at
Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 11 They sacrificed to the Lord
on that day from the spoil that they had brought 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep. 12 And they entered
into a covenant to seek the Lord, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul,

but that whoever would not seek the Lord, the God of Israel,should be put to death, whether
young or old, man or woman. 14 They swore an oath to the Lord with a loud voice and with shouting
and with trumpets and with horns. 15 And all Judah rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn with
all their heart and had sought him with their whole desire, and he was found by them, and the Lord
gave them rest all around.

Even Maacah, his mother, King Asa removed from being queen mother because she had made a
detestable image for Asherah. Asa cut down her image, crushed it, and burned it at the brook
Kidron. 17 But the high places were not taken out of Israel. Nevertheless, the heart of Asa was
wholly true all his days. 18 And he brought into the house of God the sacred gifts of his father and
his own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels. 19 And there was no more war until the thirty-fifth
year of the reign of Asa.

.  They had sworn to seek the Lord (v. 15a)
What does it mean to seek the Lord? From the surrounding context we see that it means first
of all to obey the Lord (see 14:4). Jesus said that “if you love me, keep my commandments.” It
is still true that if we are seeking the Lord we will obey His commands. Secondly, to seek the
Lord means to rely upon Him (see 14:11). When Asa was under duress and stress, he relied
upon the Lord alone for victory over his enemies. So it is with us as well. Thirdly, to seek the
Lord means to love Him with all our hearts (see 15:12). When we seek the Lord we pursue
hard after Him. God said in Jeremiah 29:13 “you will seek me and find me when you seek me
with all your heart.” Seeking is the opposite of forsaking or abandoning the Lord (see 15:2).

We can see that in idolatry we also obey, trust, and love the idols of our lives. From the
example of Asa we can clearly see that these idols must be smashed — even if it’s the queen
mother! Look at 15:16 and see that even one’s mother must be confronted when it comes to
idolatry.

II.  God was found by them (v. 15b)
The Scriptures teach us that faith believes that God is and that He is a rewarder of those who
seek Him. Jesus promised that if we seek we will find. The people of God under King Asa
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found the Lord because the Lord allowed Himself to be found. The reason the Lord was found
by His people is that He in fact seeks us. Jesus said He came to seek and to save that which
was lost. The hymn writer puts it this way:

| sought the Lord, after afterward | knew

He moved my heart to seek Him, seeking me.
It was not | that found, O Savior true;

No, | was found of Thee.

The Lord gave them rest all around (v.15c¢)

The result of finding the Lord is the exquisite experience of rest from the deity. What is this
rest? First of all, and most commonly, it is security from all of our surrounding enemies. It is
true today that when we trust the Lord and seek hard after Him, we experience the security of
our own salvation, which brings us rest. Secondly, rest means to cease from our labors, just as
God did after He created the heavens and the earth, and which we are to do one day out of
seven. In fact, our whole salvation is dependent on our ceasing from our moral and spiritual
labors and resting in His labor on our behalf. We know that there still remains a Sabbath rest
for the people of God (see Hebrews 4), as when we arrive in the new heavens and the new
earth, we shall completely rest from our labors. Thirdly, rest implies total satisfaction. We find
our joy completely in the Lord, which overflows. This is why Jesus said to us, “Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

All Judah rejoiced because they vowed to seek the Lord, they found the Lord, and the Lord
gave them rest all around. Malcolm Muggeridge, in his senior years, put it this way: “The most
important thing is seeking God; and having sought Him to find Him; and having found Him to
love Him.”

Discussion Questions

1.

What does it mean to seek the Lord?

Why does Asa gather all the people in verses 9-14? What does this imply for us today?

Describe an idol. What are the most prevalent idols among us today? How can we smash
today’s idols?

What does it mean to “find God”? Why does God allow Himself to be found by sinners like us?
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Going Deeper

1. What steps do you need to take to intensify your seeking of the Lord?

2. What of the rest God offers are you missing the most in your life?
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