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Celebrate the Promised Child’s Coming
ORGAN PRELUDE: “From Heaven High I Come to You”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Johann Pachelbel

Samuel Metzger, organ

INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE: “Zion Hears the Watchmen Calling”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .J .S . Bach
Steve Hancock, violin; Shelley Sublett, English horn

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim and Carolyn Spratley (8:15)
Kurt, Melissa, Victor, Luther, and Inez Ruleman (11:00)

CHORAL INTROIT: “Creator of the Stars of Night”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9th Century Plainchant

Creator of the stars of night, Your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, we pray You, hear us when we call .

At Your great name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 
All things on earth with one accord, like those in heaven, shall call You Lord .

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally . Amen .

The Westminster Singers (8:15), The Chancel Choir (11:00) 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

CALL TO WORSHIP  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael C . Davis

WPROCESSIONAL HYMN: “Come, O Child of Promise”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EBENEZER
Text by Gabriel Statom

  
WPROPHETIC LESSON: Select verses from Isaiah 59  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ginni Fischer (8:15)

Brandon Morrison (11:00)

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

but your iniquities have made a separation  
between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you 
so that he does not hear.

For our transgressions are multiplied before you, 
and our sins testify against us; 
for our transgressions are with us, 
and we know our iniquities:

transgressing, and denying the Lord, 
and turning back from following our God, 
speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words.

The Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no justice .

He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 
then his own arm brought him salvation, 
and his righteousness upheld him.

A Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, declares the Lord .

And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the Lord: 

My Spirit that is upon you,  
and my words that I have put in your mouth, 

shall not depart out of your mouth,  
or out of the mouth of your offspring,  
or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,  
says the Lord, from this time forth and forevermore.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EBENEZER

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son. 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One. 
We, who with Thy choirs supernal 
Saints and angels, praise Thy Word, 
Pray Thee, spread abroad Thy glory, 
Lift Thy scepter, crown, and sword.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Experience the Humble Savior’s Rescue 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious, heavenly Father, 
all of us stand in fresh need of rescue and release  
from the debt of our sin by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We confess as we begin this Advent that… 
instead of peaceful, we are anxious. 
Instead of joyful – we are irritable; 
in place of wonder – we are complacent; 
and in the place of anticipation – we are fearful. 
In our unbelief, we have become impoverished. 
Save us from these parasitic sins that plague us all. 
For we pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WHYMN OF ASSURANCE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Joy to those who long to see Thee,  
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing  
News, glad tidings of a birth: 

“Go to Him, your praises bringing;  
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness,  
He whose glories knew no end; 
By His life He brings us gladness,  
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number,  
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder,  
Christ was born the Lord of all.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Richard G . Cain

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “O Savior of Our Fallen Race”  .  .  .  .  . 6th Century Latin Hymn
Adapted and arranged by Kristyn and Keith Getty

O Savior of our fallen race, O Brightness of the Father’s face,
O Son who shared the Father’s might before the world knew day or night,
O Jesus, very Light of light, our constant star in sin’s deep night:
Now hear the prayers Your people pray throughout the world this holy day .

Remind us, Lord, of life and grace how once, to save our fallen race, 
You put our human vesture on and came to us as Mary’s son . 
Today, as year by year its light brings to our world a promise bright, 
One precious truth outshines the sun: salvation comes from You alone .

For from the Father’s throne You came, His banished children to reclaim; 
And earth and sea and sky revere the love of Him who sent You here . 
And we are jubilant today, for You have washed our guilt away . 
O hear the glad new song we sing on this, the birth of Christ our King!

O Savior of our fallen race, the world will see Your radiant face; 
For You who came to us before will come again and all restore . 
Let songs of praise Your name adorn, O Christ, Redeemer, virgin-born, 
Whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore . Alleluia! Amen .

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,  
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

WPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

WGREETINGS 

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman

 
Heed the Divine Son’s Word 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Word on Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

We live in a world rife with conflict, terror, and the works of darkness 
which tend to breed fearful, faithless, and discouraged hearts . The biblical 
antidote is to come into the house of the Lord and worship Him; to know 
that Jesus Christ left the perfection of heaven to endure the indignity and 
humiliation of suffering and death so that He might rise again and give 
all those who trust Him immortal life. Knowing this fills our hearts with 
wonder and joy . So, let us prepare our hearts to worship .

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, give us grace, 

that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which Your son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day when He shall come again 

in His glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal, 

through Him who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church.  
May our worship open our hearts to God’s love, our eyes to God’s beauty,  

our minds to God’s truth, and our will to God’s service.
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All things on earth with one accord, like those in heaven, shall call You Lord .
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Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally . Amen .
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but your iniquities have made a separation  
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and your sins have hidden his face from you 
so that he does not hear.

For our transgressions are multiplied before you, 
and our sins testify against us; 
for our transgressions are with us, 
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and turning back from following our God, 
speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words.

The Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no justice .

He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 
then his own arm brought him salvation, 
and his righteousness upheld him.

A Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, declares the Lord .

And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the Lord: 

My Spirit that is upon you,  
and my words that I have put in your mouth, 

shall not depart out of your mouth,  
or out of the mouth of your offspring,  
or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,  
says the Lord, from this time forth and forevermore.
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Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One. 
We, who with Thy choirs supernal 
Saints and angels, praise Thy Word, 
Pray Thee, spread abroad Thy glory, 
Lift Thy scepter, crown, and sword.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION
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Gracious, heavenly Father, 
all of us stand in fresh need of rescue and release  
from the debt of our sin by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We confess as we begin this Advent that… 
instead of peaceful, we are anxious. 
Instead of joyful – we are irritable; 
in place of wonder – we are complacent; 
and in the place of anticipation – we are fearful. 
In our unbelief, we have become impoverished. 
Save us from these parasitic sins that plague us all. 
For we pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON
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Joy to those who long to see Thee,  
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing  
News, glad tidings of a birth: 

“Go to Him, your praises bringing;  
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness,  
He whose glories knew no end; 
By His life He brings us gladness,  
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number,  
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder,  
Christ was born the Lord of all.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Richard G . Cain

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “O Savior of Our Fallen Race”  .  .  .  .  . 6th Century Latin Hymn
Adapted and arranged by Kristyn and Keith Getty

O Savior of our fallen race, O Brightness of the Father’s face,
O Son who shared the Father’s might before the world knew day or night,
O Jesus, very Light of light, our constant star in sin’s deep night:
Now hear the prayers Your people pray throughout the world this holy day .

Remind us, Lord, of life and grace how once, to save our fallen race, 
You put our human vesture on and came to us as Mary’s son . 
Today, as year by year its light brings to our world a promise bright, 
One precious truth outshines the sun: salvation comes from You alone .

For from the Father’s throne You came, His banished children to reclaim; 
And earth and sea and sky revere the love of Him who sent You here . 
And we are jubilant today, for You have washed our guilt away . 
O hear the glad new song we sing on this, the birth of Christ our King!

O Savior of our fallen race, the world will see Your radiant face; 
For You who came to us before will come again and all restore . 
Let songs of praise Your name adorn, O Christ, Redeemer, virgin-born, 
Whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore . Alleluia! Amen .

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,  
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

WPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

WGREETINGS 

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman

 
Heed the Divine Son’s Word 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Word on Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

We live in a world rife with conflict, terror, and the works of darkness 
which tend to breed fearful, faithless, and discouraged hearts . The biblical 
antidote is to come into the house of the Lord and worship Him; to know 
that Jesus Christ left the perfection of heaven to endure the indignity and 
humiliation of suffering and death so that He might rise again and give 
all those who trust Him immortal life. Knowing this fills our hearts with 
wonder and joy . So, let us prepare our hearts to worship .

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, give us grace, 

that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which Your son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day when He shall come again 

in His glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal, 

through Him who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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All things on earth with one accord, like those in heaven, shall call You Lord .

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
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Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

but your iniquities have made a separation  
between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you 
so that he does not hear.

For our transgressions are multiplied before you, 
and our sins testify against us; 
for our transgressions are with us, 
and we know our iniquities:

transgressing, and denying the Lord, 
and turning back from following our God, 
speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words.

The Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no justice .

He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 
then his own arm brought him salvation, 
and his righteousness upheld him.

A Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, declares the Lord .

And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the Lord: 

My Spirit that is upon you,  
and my words that I have put in your mouth, 

shall not depart out of your mouth,  
or out of the mouth of your offspring,  
or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,  
says the Lord, from this time forth and forevermore.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EBENEZER

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son. 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One. 
We, who with Thy choirs supernal 
Saints and angels, praise Thy Word, 
Pray Thee, spread abroad Thy glory, 
Lift Thy scepter, crown, and sword.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Experience the Humble Savior’s Rescue 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious, heavenly Father, 
all of us stand in fresh need of rescue and release  
from the debt of our sin by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We confess as we begin this Advent that… 
instead of peaceful, we are anxious. 
Instead of joyful – we are irritable; 
in place of wonder – we are complacent; 
and in the place of anticipation – we are fearful. 
In our unbelief, we have become impoverished. 
Save us from these parasitic sins that plague us all. 
For we pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WHYMN OF ASSURANCE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Joy to those who long to see Thee,  
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing  
News, glad tidings of a birth: 

“Go to Him, your praises bringing;  
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness,  
He whose glories knew no end; 
By His life He brings us gladness,  
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number,  
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder,  
Christ was born the Lord of all.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Richard G . Cain

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “O Savior of Our Fallen Race”  .  .  .  .  . 6th Century Latin Hymn
Adapted and arranged by Kristyn and Keith Getty

O Savior of our fallen race, O Brightness of the Father’s face,
O Son who shared the Father’s might before the world knew day or night,
O Jesus, very Light of light, our constant star in sin’s deep night:
Now hear the prayers Your people pray throughout the world this holy day .

Remind us, Lord, of life and grace how once, to save our fallen race, 
You put our human vesture on and came to us as Mary’s son . 
Today, as year by year its light brings to our world a promise bright, 
One precious truth outshines the sun: salvation comes from You alone .

For from the Father’s throne You came, His banished children to reclaim; 
And earth and sea and sky revere the love of Him who sent You here . 
And we are jubilant today, for You have washed our guilt away . 
O hear the glad new song we sing on this, the birth of Christ our King!

O Savior of our fallen race, the world will see Your radiant face; 
For You who came to us before will come again and all restore . 
Let songs of praise Your name adorn, O Christ, Redeemer, virgin-born, 
Whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore . Alleluia! Amen .

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,  
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

WPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

WGREETINGS 

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman

 
Heed the Divine Son’s Word 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Word on Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

We live in a world rife with conflict, terror, and the works of darkness 
which tend to breed fearful, faithless, and discouraged hearts . The biblical 
antidote is to come into the house of the Lord and worship Him; to know 
that Jesus Christ left the perfection of heaven to endure the indignity and 
humiliation of suffering and death so that He might rise again and give 
all those who trust Him immortal life. Knowing this fills our hearts with 
wonder and joy . So, let us prepare our hearts to worship .

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, give us grace, 

that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which Your son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day when He shall come again 

in His glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal, 

through Him who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Sear

Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church.  
May our worship open our hearts to God’s love, our eyes to God’s beauty,  

our minds to God’s truth, and our will to God’s service.



Celebrate the Promised Child’s Coming
ORGAN PRELUDE: “From Heaven High I Come to You”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Johann Pachelbel

Samuel Metzger, organ

INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE: “Zion Hears the Watchmen Calling”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .J .S . Bach
Steve Hancock, violin; Shelley Sublett, English horn

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim and Carolyn Spratley (8:15)
Kurt, Melissa, Victor, Luther, and Inez Ruleman (11:00)

CHORAL INTROIT: “Creator of the Stars of Night”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9th Century Plainchant

Creator of the stars of night, Your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, we pray You, hear us when we call .

At Your great name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 
All things on earth with one accord, like those in heaven, shall call You Lord .

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally . Amen .

The Westminster Singers (8:15), The Chancel Choir (11:00) 
Gabriel C. Statom, Director of Music

CALL TO WORSHIP  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael C . Davis

WPROCESSIONAL HYMN: “Come, O Child of Promise”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EBENEZER
Text by Gabriel Statom

  
WPROPHETIC LESSON: Select verses from Isaiah 59  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ginni Fischer (8:15)

Brandon Morrison (11:00)

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

but your iniquities have made a separation  
between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you 
so that he does not hear.

For our transgressions are multiplied before you, 
and our sins testify against us; 
for our transgressions are with us, 
and we know our iniquities:

transgressing, and denying the Lord, 
and turning back from following our God, 
speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words.

The Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no justice .

He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no one to intercede; 
then his own arm brought him salvation, 
and his righteousness upheld him.

A Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, declares the Lord .

And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the Lord: 

My Spirit that is upon you,  
and my words that I have put in your mouth, 

shall not depart out of your mouth,  
or out of the mouth of your offspring,  
or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,  
says the Lord, from this time forth and forevermore.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EBENEZER

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son. 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One. 
We, who with Thy choirs supernal 
Saints and angels, praise Thy Word, 
Pray Thee, spread abroad Thy glory, 
Lift Thy scepter, crown, and sword.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Experience the Humble Savior’s Rescue 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious, heavenly Father, 
all of us stand in fresh need of rescue and release  
from the debt of our sin by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We confess as we begin this Advent that… 
instead of peaceful, we are anxious. 
Instead of joyful – we are irritable; 
in place of wonder – we are complacent; 
and in the place of anticipation – we are fearful. 
In our unbelief, we have become impoverished. 
Save us from these parasitic sins that plague us all. 
For we pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

WHYMN OF ASSURANCE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Joy to those who long to see Thee,  
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing  
News, glad tidings of a birth: 

“Go to Him, your praises bringing;  
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness,  
He whose glories knew no end; 
By His life He brings us gladness,  
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number,  
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder,  
Christ was born the Lord of all.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Richard G . Cain

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “O Savior of Our Fallen Race”  .  .  .  .  . 6th Century Latin Hymn
Adapted and arranged by Kristyn and Keith Getty

O Savior of our fallen race, O Brightness of the Father’s face,
O Son who shared the Father’s might before the world knew day or night,
O Jesus, very Light of light, our constant star in sin’s deep night:
Now hear the prayers Your people pray throughout the world this holy day .

Remind us, Lord, of life and grace how once, to save our fallen race, 
You put our human vesture on and came to us as Mary’s son . 
Today, as year by year its light brings to our world a promise bright, 
One precious truth outshines the sun: salvation comes from You alone .

For from the Father’s throne You came, His banished children to reclaim; 
And earth and sea and sky revere the love of Him who sent You here . 
And we are jubilant today, for You have washed our guilt away . 
O hear the glad new song we sing on this, the birth of Christ our King!

O Savior of our fallen race, the world will see Your radiant face; 
For You who came to us before will come again and all restore . 
Let songs of praise Your name adorn, O Christ, Redeemer, virgin-born, 
Whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore . Alleluia! Amen .

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,  
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

WPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

WGREETINGS 

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . J . Ronald Hickman

 
Heed the Divine Son’s Word 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Word on Worship
As you enter the Sanctuary, please prepare your heart for worship 

and silence your mobile devices. 

We live in a world rife with conflict, terror, and the works of darkness 
which tend to breed fearful, faithless, and discouraged hearts . The biblical 
antidote is to come into the house of the Lord and worship Him; to know 
that Jesus Christ left the perfection of heaven to endure the indignity and 
humiliation of suffering and death so that He might rise again and give 
all those who trust Him immortal life. Knowing this fills our hearts with 
wonder and joy . So, let us prepare our hearts to worship .

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, give us grace, 

that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which Your son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day when He shall come again 

in His glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal, 

through Him who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Sear

Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church.  
May our worship open our hearts to God’s love, our eyes to God’s beauty,  

our minds to God’s truth, and our will to God’s service.



Welcome

If you are visiting with us today, we 
welcome you to Second Presbyterian . 
Please sign our Friendship Pad, which 
will be passed during the Greetings time 
of the service . 
Our Congregational Communities (CCs), 
also known as Sunday School classes, offer 
a wide variety of options for various age 
groups and stages of life . Visiting a CC is 
the best way to get to know others and 
become involved . CCs meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a .m . Visit 2pc .org/cc for a 
list of classes .
Children in Worship: We consider it a 
privilege for children to worship with us . 
If your small children become restless 
and vocal, we invite you to the Cry Room 
at the back of the Sanctuary . Worship 
bags including material specifically 
designed for children are available 
outside the west double doors of the 
Sanctuary . 
During 8:15 worship, our 3-year-olds 
are welcome to attend Early Birds in the 
nursery . The Late Birds class for PK-SK 
children is available during the 11:00 
service in the nursery .

Paraments

During the Season of Advent, our 
paraments feature the color blue, which 
represents the heavens and elicits feelings 
of hope and joy . On the Pulpit Scarf is 

the Christogram, a monogram of a kind, 
which has the Greek letters Chi and Rho, 
the first letters in the spelling of Christos 
(the Greek word for Christ) . The Chi Rho 
is within a circle, symbolizing eternal life 
with Christ . The Bible Markers contain 
the Greek letters Alpha and Omega, 
signifying that Christ is the beginning 
and the end, as we are told in Revelation .

Weekly Focus on Missions

World Missions: Second member  
Larry Brown has taught at African Bible 
College in Lilongwe, Malawi for over 
15 years . Not only does Larry minister 
in the classroom, he shows the love of 
Jesus to his students and their families 
as he makes regular journeys to their 
villages to encourage them in the Lord . 
As Outreach Director at ABC, Larry 
trains teams in the Evangelism Explosion 
program . Larry is a single father to his 
13-year-old son, Carey . Larry asks for 
prayers for wisdom in fathering Carey, 
whose personality and passions are quite 
different from his own . Pray that Larry 
will have a good balance between his 
work life and home life and that Carey 
will grow to be a mighty man of God . 
Mission Memphis: Our partners at 
Memphis Union Mission ask that we  
join them in prayer for the many 
homeless guests who come to the  
Mission every day — that the Lord  
will save, transform, and heal them .  

Getting Connected

To find out more about who we are and how you can become part of our church 
community, contact Pastor Todd Erickson at (901) 531-8895 or todd .erickson@2pc .org .

YTD
$2,180,796
$2,331,589

($150,793)

 
Actual:

Budget:

Variance:
July 1, 2015 through  

October 31, 2015

Giving Update
October 
$530,857
$588,537

($57,680)

Visit 2pc.org/giving to give online. 
Please call 454-0034 or email giving@2pc.org with questions.

GOSPEL LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John 12:44-50
(page 899 in pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                      Judged By the Word of Christ                        Sanders L . Willson

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

WHYMN OF CHRIST’S LIGHT: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . DIX

WBENEDICTION

WCONGREGATIONAL THREE-FOLD AMEN

ORGAN POSTLUDE: 
Toccata on “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Christopher Pardini

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778

Pray also that He will do the same work 
in the lives of the men and women in 
MUM’s residential recovery programs . 
Finally, pray for God’s protection over 
MUM’s staff and volunteers .

General News

Advent Resources for Families:  
All are invited to stop by tables outside 
the Nursery before and after Sunday 
School today to pick up materials for 
Advent, including books, a devotion 
guide, instructions about communicating 
with our missionaries during the holidays, 
and more . In addition, a sign-up sheet for 
special family service opportunities will 
be available there .
Master’s Men’s Luncheon:  
All senior adult men are invited to the 
monthly Master’s Men’s Luncheon on 
December 7, from 11:30 a .m . to 1:00 p .m . 
in C310 . Sandy Willson will be speaking . 
Please call Kathy Oswalt at 454-0034, ext . 
127 by December 2 if you plan to attend . 
The cost will be $6 .
Farewell Party for the Keaslings: On 
Tuesday, December 8, from  
7:00-8:30 p .m ., all are invited to a going-
away party for Andrew and MJ Keasling 
and their children in the Youth Lounge . 

Christian Life Conference: Ravi 
Zacharias and Michael Ramsden will be 
the guest speakers at our annual Christian 
Life Conference, January 22-24 . 

Caring Ministry

In the Hospital (as of 11/20/15):
Joan Moore, Allen Morgan Rehab
Mina Chase, Allen Morgan Rehab
Barbara Nash, Allen Morgan Rehab

November Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary for the 
month of November are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory 
of: S.G. and Dixie J. Collins and Marjorie 
Wunderlich by Keith, Kristi, Elliott, and 
David Collins; Norma Jean Duckworth 
by her family; Ann and Oscar Edwards 
by Jimmy and Mary Edwards and their 
family; George Shea Flinn by his sons 
George, Fred, Carl, and their families; 
Jim Fox by his family; Meredith Fox by 
Roy, Terri, Roy, and Margaux Fox; John 
E. McKee, Jr. and Kay McKee Spear by 
their family; Dr. Max Wesley Painter 
by his family; George A. Schroth by his 
wife Ruthann; Anna Leita and Andrew 
Werkhoven by Jim Werkhoven .

Christmas Flower Order Form
I/We wish to contribute $_______ to the Flower Ministry of Second Presbyterian Church for use in 
decorating the church for the Christmas season in memory or honor of loved ones . Please acknowledge 
the gift (omitting the amount) in the bulletin on Sunday, December 20 as follows:

Please check ONLY one:          In Memory of              In Honor of             In Gratitude for 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Given by:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number of donor:  _____________________________________________________________

December 13, 2015 is the deadline for the inclusion of names in the bulletin on December 20, 2015 .  
Please return this form with your check made out to Second Presbyterian Church and send to  

4055 Poplar Ave ., Memphis, TN 38111 . Clearly designate the gift for the “Flower Ministry .”

An online order form is available at 2pc.org/flowers.

OUR MISSION:
To glorify God through joyful worship, to show God’s love to all people,  

to lead them to faith in Jesus Christ, to make them His disciples,  
and to call them to His service .

Our 11:00 a .m . service is broadcast live each week on WHBQ (AM 560/FM 87 .7) .  
Our worship services can be seen every Sunday at 10:00 a .m . on WREGTV  

WREG-TV (Channel 3) . Live streaming of our Sunday morning and evening 
worship services is also available at www .2pc .org/live

4055 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38111 
www.2pc.org  ·  (901) 454-0034

Please leave your bulletin in the pew if you’d like it to be recycled.
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Welcome

If you are visiting with us today, we 
welcome you to Second Presbyterian . 
Please sign our Friendship Pad, which 
will be passed during the Greetings time 
of the service . 
Our Congregational Communities (CCs), 
also known as Sunday School classes, offer 
a wide variety of options for various age 
groups and stages of life . Visiting a CC is 
the best way to get to know others and 
become involved . CCs meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a .m . Visit 2pc .org/cc for a 
list of classes .
Children in Worship: We consider it a 
privilege for children to worship with us . 
If your small children become restless 
and vocal, we invite you to the Cry Room 
at the back of the Sanctuary . Worship 
bags including material specifically 
designed for children are available 
outside the west double doors of the 
Sanctuary . 
During 8:15 worship, our 3-year-olds 
are welcome to attend Early Birds in the 
nursery . The Late Birds class for PK-SK 
children is available during the 11:00 
service in the nursery .

Paraments

During the Season of Advent, our 
paraments feature the color blue, which 
represents the heavens and elicits feelings 
of hope and joy . On the Pulpit Scarf is 
the Christogram, a monogram of a kind, 
which has the Greek letters Chi and Rho, 
the first letters in the spelling of Christos 
(the Greek word for Christ) . The Chi Rho 
is within a circle, symbolizing eternal life 
with Christ . The Bible Markers contain 
the Greek letters Alpha and Omega, 
signifying that Christ is the beginning 
and the end, as we are told in Revelation .

Weekly Focus on Missions

World Missions: Second member  
Larry Brown has taught at African Bible 
College in Lilongwe, Malawi for over 
15 years . Not only does Larry minister 
in the classroom, he shows the love of 
Jesus to his students and their families 
as he makes regular journeys to their 
villages to encourage them in the Lord . 
As Outreach Director at ABC, Larry 
trains teams in the Evangelism Explosion 
program . Larry is a single father to his 
13-year-old son, Carey . Larry asks for 
prayers for wisdom in fathering Carey, 
whose personality and passions are quite 
different from his own . Pray that Larry 
will have a good balance between his 
work life and home life and that Carey 
will grow to be a mighty man of God . 
Mission Memphis: Our partners at 
Memphis Union Mission ask that we  
join them in prayer for the many 
homeless guests who come to the  
Mission every day — that the Lord  
will save, transform, and heal them .  
Pray also that He will do the same work 
in the lives of the men and women in 
MUM’s residential recovery programs . 
Finally, pray for God’s protection over 
MUM’s staff and volunteers .

General News

Advent Resources for Families:  
All are invited to stop by tables outside 
the Nursery before and after Sunday 
School today to pick up materials for 
Advent, including books, a devotion 
guide, instructions about communicating 
with our missionaries during the holidays, 
and more . In addition, a sign-up sheet for 
special family service opportunities will 
be available there . 
 

Getting Connected

To find out more about who we are and how you can become part of our church 
community, contact Pastor Todd Erickson at (901) 531-8895 or todd .erickson@2pc .org .

YTD
$2,180,796
$2,331,589

($150,793)

 
Actual:

Budget:

Variance:
July 1, 2015 through  

October 31, 2015

Giving Update
October 
$530,857
$588,537

($57,680)

Visit 2pc.org/giving to give online. 
Please call 454-0034 or email giving@2pc.org with questions.
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Master’s Men’s Luncheon:  
All senior adult men are invited to the 
monthly Master’s Men’s Luncheon on 
December 7, from 11:30 a .m . to 1:00 p .m . 
in C310 . Sandy Willson will be speaking . 
Please call Kathy Oswalt at 454-0034, ext . 
127 by December 2 if you plan to attend . 
The cost will be $6 .
Farewell Party for the Keaslings: On 
Tuesday, December 8, from  
7:00-8:30 p .m ., all are invited to a going-
away party for Andrew and MJ Keasling 
and their children in the Youth Lounge . 
Christian Life Conference: Ravi 
Zacharias and Michael Ramsden will be 
the guest speakers at our annual Christian 
Life Conference, January 22-24 . 

Caring Ministry

In the Hospital (as of 11/20/15):
Joan Moore, Allen Morgan Rehab
Mina Chase, Allen Morgan Rehab
Barbara Nash, Morgan Rehab

November Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary for the 
month of November are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory 
of: S.G. and Dixie J. Collins and Marjorie 
Wunderlich by Keith, Kristi, Elliott, and 
David Collins; Norma Jean Duckworth 
by her family; Ann and Oscar Edwards 
by Jimmy and Mary Edwards and their 
family; George Shea Flinn by his sons 
George, Fred, Carl, and their families; 
Jim Fox by his family; Meredith Fox by 
Roy, Terri, Roy, and Margaux Fox; John 
E. McKee, Jr. and Kay McKee Spear by 
their family; Dr. Max Wesley Painter 
by his family; George A. Schroth by his 
wife Ruthann; Anna Leita and Andrew 
Werkhoven by Jim Werkhoven .

Hanging of the Green: November 29, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Carols for Choir and Harp: December 6, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Festival of Carols: December 13, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Nine Lessons and Carols:  
December 20, 8:15 & 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Advent Evensong: December 20, 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

PJ Story Time: December 21, 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Christmas Eve Worship: December 24  
4:00 p .m ., Family Service featuring Christmas video and children’s message 

5:30 and 8:00 p .m . Candlelight Communion with The Chancel Choir 
11:00 p .m . Candlelight Communion with The Westminster Singers

Nursery for children ages 4 and under is available for all events except  
PJ Story Time and the 8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve services.

Visit 2pc.org/advent for more details.

Christmas Flower Order Form
I/We wish to contribute $_______ to the Flower Ministry of Second Presbyterian Church for use in 
decorating the church for the Christmas season in memory or honor of loved ones . Please acknowledge 
the gift (omitting the amount) in the bulletin on Sunday, December 20 as follows:

Please check ONLY one:          In Memory of              In Honor of             In Gratitude for 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Given by:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number of donor:  _____________________________________________________________

December 13, 2015 is the deadline for the inclusion of names in the bulletin on December 20, 2015 .  
Please return this form with your check made out to Second Presbyterian Church and send to  

4055 Poplar Ave ., Memphis, TN 38111 . Clearly designate the gift for the “Flower Ministry .”

An online order form is available at 2pc.org/flowers.

OUR MISSION:
To glorify God through joyful worship, to show God’s love to all people,  

to lead them to faith in Jesus Christ, to make them His disciples,  
and to call them to His service .

Our 11:00 a .m . service is broadcast live each week on WHBQ (AM 560/FM 87 .7) .  
Our worship services can be seen every Sunday at 10:00 a .m . on WREGTV  

WREG-TV (Channel 3) . Live streaming of our Sunday morning and evening 
worship services is also available at www .2pc .org/live

4055 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38111 
www.2pc.org  ·  (901) 454-0034

Please leave your bulletin in the pew if you’d like it to be recycled.
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