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SINGING HIS PRAISE

W”Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������HYMN TO JOY

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life.

W“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”������������������������������������������������������������������Charles Wesley, Greg Thompson

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,  
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.  
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, ‘til life’s storm is past;  
Safe into the haven guide; receive my soul at last.

Other refuge have I none, I helpless, hang on Thee;  
Leave, oh leave me not alone, support and comfort me.  
All my trust on Thee is stayed, all help from Thee I bring;  
Cover my defenseless head in the shadow of Thy wing.

Tough Questions Christians Face

Christ saves sinners like us to serve as a light that directs others to Him. Fulfilling this call 
requires us to answer difficult questions such as: Is Jesus the only way to Heaven?  

Do Christians believe in evolution? Isn’t Christianity just a psychological crutch?  
If God is sovereign, are we really free? During this semester-long series,  

we will attempt to address these and other questions by offering biblical answers. 



Thou, O Christ, are all I want, here more than all I find;  
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind.  
Just and holy is Thy Name, I am all unrighteousness;  
False and full of sin I am; Thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;  
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.  
Thou of life the fountain art, let me take of Thee;  
Spring Thou up within my heart; for all eternity.

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

WORSHIP OF GOD WITH THE GIFTS OF GOD

Worshipers at the end of a row should pass the collection bag to those in the row behind them.

“Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Keith Getty
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WPRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

WGREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER: Jonathan Sessions

Hearing god’s word

SCRIPTURE READING. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  II Thessalonians 1:5-12
(page 989 in the church Bible)

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON                      Why Would a Loving God Send People to Hell?                        Dick Cain
Pastoral Team Leader

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

W“The Wonderful Cross”������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Chris Tomlin, Isaac Watts

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and blood flow mingled down:
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live.
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
All who gather here, by grace draw near
And bless Your name.

Were the whole realm of Nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Chorus

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all!



Sending Out God’s People

WBENEDICTION                                                               

WIndicates congregation standing            License #252778

Please leave your bulletin in the pew if you’d like it to be recycled.

Getting Connected at Second

To find out more about who we are and how you can become part of our  
church community, contact Todd Erickson at (901) 531-8895 or todd.erickson@2pc.org.

News from Women in Ministry

Christmas Coffee: The Women’s Christmas Coffee (December 9 at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall) is a fun and festive annual event hosted by the Women of 
the Church for all women. This year Scottie Cain, wife of Second’s Pastoral Team 
Leader Dick Cain, will speak. Admission is free. This event also offers a wonderful 
opportunity to help our ministry partners by making a monetary contribution 
towards the Giving Tree. The money is then dispersed amongst several of the 
WOC’s ministry partners as a means to give them extra encouragement and 
support in the Christmas season.

Women’s Bible Studies: Registration is now open for the next semester of Bible 
studies. From January to April, six different studies will be offered: A Mother’s 
Heart, After Hours, Compass, Renew, The Walk, and WOC Circles. Meeting 
days and times vary — find out more and register online at 2pc.org/women.

Women’s Retreat: Grab your 2015 calendar and mark our annual Women’s 
Retreat on it right away — April 17-19. Second’s own Kim Petzinger will be our 
speaker. Registration will begin in January.

3M Luncheon: December 8

All senior adults are invited to the monthly 3M (More Mature Members) luncheon 
on December 8 at noon in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll be entertained with a delightful 
Christmas musical program by the Berclair Elementary Choir and hear a special word from 
our Pastor to Senior Adults, Gerry Peak. Please call 454-0034 by noon on December 3 if 
you plan to attend. If you need a ride, please call Gail Turner at extension 105. 

AMEN Clothing Drive Supports Homeless in Memphis

 Among the most needy in our community are the homeless, and during the winter 
months, their needs become more desperate. The Memphis Union Mission and Calvary 
Rescue Mission are both Christ-centered ministries that for decades have been providing 
food, clothing, and shelter — and faithfully presenting the Gospel — to the homeless in 
our community. 

These ministries have said that among their most pressing needs for men are clothing 
items. The specific needs are for: new socks, warm caps, and underwear, and new or gently 
used coats, gloves, and blankets. 

During AMEN Bible Study on December 11 and 18, special collection boxes will be 
available in the Fellowship Hall for donations. 

Calvary Rescue Mission

Christmas Bags: On December 11, 
from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., bring 
unwrapped toys, caps, gloves, socks, and 
school supplies and stay to help fill 750 
Christmas bags for children, ages 2-12, 
who will attend the Calvary Children’s 
Christmas Party on the 13th. Call 775-
2570 for more information.

Church Health Center

Christmas Card Project: During 
December, volunteers are needed to 
hand-address envelopes for CHC’s largest 
fundraiser. Contact Yvonne Laird at 272-
7170 or lairdy@churchhealthcenter.org.

Citizens for Community Values

Christmas Angel Project: Volunteers are 
needed to adopt each woman and child 
involved in the A Way Out program. We 
ask each woman and child to list 3 wants 
and 3 needs on their Christmas list and 
then we seek volunteers to adopt a list. 
Visit ccvmemphis.org to learn more.

Emmanuel Center

Operation Joy: By adopting a child or 
two through the Operation Joy program 
you will not only share toys and clothing, 
but also give the gift of true love, hope 
and caring. Contact Caryn Hubbard at 
caryn@emmanuelcentermemphis.org, 
523-2617, ext. 21.

Memphis Union Mission  
and Calvary Rescue Mission

Towel Drive: Both of these mercy 
ministries have requested towels for use by 
the homeless at their facilities. Drop off in 
the collection boxes in the church.

MIFA

Deliver Meals: Volunteers are needed 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day 
to deliver meals to MIFA’s homebound 
senior clients. To sign up, contact Angela 
Scott at 529-4513 or ascott@mifa.org.
Baby Care Packages: Assemble care 
packages in totes or diaper bags with 
needed items: disposable diapers, bibs, 
burp cloths, socks, hats, small blankets, 
ready-to-use formula, infant juice, finger 
foods, jarred foods, bottles, sippy cups, 
lotion, and wipes. Contact Ellen Whitten 
at 529-4507 or ewhitten@mifa.org.

Neighborhood Christian Centers

Various Events: Volunteers are needed 
for these one-time events at the NCC 
headquarters at 785 Jackson Ave. Annual 
Youth Christmas Party, December 4 at 
6:00 p.m.: Annual Toy Store, December 
23 beginning at 9:00 a.m.
Family Afternoon of Service: December 
10 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Gather 
the family at 785 Jackson Ave. for a 
meaningful family volunteer experience. 
Bring minimum $25 donation to fund 
the food supplies and distribution of the 
completed baskets to sites across the city.
Visit ncclife.org for more information.
Annual Christmas Basket Assembly 
Day: December 13 from 7:00 -11:00 a.m. 
at 3952 Willow Lake Blvd. Help assemble 
10,000 meal baskets for families in need. 
Adopt a Family: Help an under-
resourced family by providing clothes, 
toys or other items. Contact Pam Cox at 
pcox@ncclife.org

Salvation Army

Angel Tree Adoption: You may adopt 
an angel at one of the locations listed 
below through December 15: Carrefour at 
Kirby Woods, Hickory Ridge Mall, Oak 
Court Mall, Wolfchase Galleria. Details at 
salvationarmymemphis.org.
Kettle Ringers: All you have to do is 
smile and ring a bell for this wonderful 
cause! Kroger on Mendenhall and Truce 
Pkwy; December 6, and 20. One- or two-
hour shifts beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Victims to Victory

Annual Candlelight Remembrance: 
December 8 from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
volunteers are needed in the 2PC 
Fellowship Hall to help with set-up, 
serving, sign-in, and greeting for this 
annual reception and service. 

Young Life Memphis Urban

Baby Items for Teen Moms: Donate 
new baby items that will be used for 
our mom’s incentive program. Diapers, 
clothing (newborn–4T), toys, wipes, 
lotions and soap. Our biggest need is 
for boy items. Drop off at the church by 
December 10 labeled “Attn: Natasha. For: 
Young Life.”

Holiday Service Opportunities

Please join us in thanking the Lord for Essie  
Strickland and Kelvin Allen for their five years  
of service in our housekeeping department.  

Thank You, Essie and Kelvin!

Applications Being Accepted for Music Scholarship
Applications are currently being accepted for the Berl Olswanger Memorial Music 
Scholarship for the 2015-2016 academic year. The fund was created in 1981 by the 
Chapel Class in memory of Berl Olswanger, a beloved member of Second Presbyterian.

The scholarship is awarded to one or more qualified Christian students majoring in music 
with preference given to members of Second Presbyterian Church. Special considerations 
are given to students planning to or attending a Memphis college or university, or to 
those who, while on scholarship, are willing to participate in Christian music endeavors 
within the church or elsewhere.

Most recent recipients include Molly Johnson, who attended University of Memphis, 
and Brandon Swing, who attended Union University. Katie Neal, a past recipient of 
the Berl Olswanger Scholarship Fund, completed her Bachelor of Arts in Music degree 
from Union University.  She shares, “I was truly blessed and honored to receive the 
Berl Olswanger Scholarship. Upon much prayer, it helped confirm that God was indeed 
calling me to major in music.  Since then, I have used the musical gifts that God has 
given me for His glory by playing piano at my church and teaching piano students. I 
cannot even begin to express my appreciation for being granted the Berl Olswanger 
Scholarship! Thank you so much!”

The scholarship selection process is accomplished by representatives from the Chapel 
Class, where Berl and his wife, Edna, were members, the Music Department, and the 
Grants & Scholarships Committee of the Foundation. The application deadline for 
consideration of this scholarship is January 7. Please submit a resume, including GPA; 
a brief description of your plan of study and long-term music goals; and two letters of 
recommendation to the attention of Vicki Simmons in the Foundation office. 

The Foundation is able to accept additional donations to this scholarship fund and to the 
College Music Scholarship Fund, which complements the Olswanger Fund.  For more 
information, contact Vicki Simmons at vicki.simmons@2pc.org or 454-0034, ext 193.

Berclair Elementary: Emergency Request for Coats

We’ve received word that many students at our adopted school do not have adequate 
outerwear for winter weather. Please help us fill this need by donating gently used or new 
coats, gloves, hats, and scarves for children, sizes 5 to 14. 

Donations should be left at the main reception desk at the church as soon as possible. 
Please contact Kim Blankenship at 454-0034 or kim.blankenship@2pc.org with questions.

Utility Assistance for Those in Need

Another way in which we can respond to needs of under-resourced people in our city 
during the winter months is to participate in the MIFA/MLGW partnership, which allows 
MLGW customers to voluntarily add $1 or more to their monthly utility bills. 

These funds are transferred directly to MIFA to assist families in crisis who are in danger of 
a shut-off. To participate, sign up online at mlgw.com/plus1 or call 527-0208.  

Visit 2pc.org/volunteer or call Kim Blankenship at (901) 531-6177  
to learn more about volunteer opportunities at Second.

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  W O R L D V I E W

Christian Life Conference 
January 23-25, 2015 
Second Presbyterian Church

Featuring 
Dr. David Dockery 
Dr. Carl Ellis

2pc.org/clc


