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Worshipping Our King
We gather as God’s people to offer joyful praise to our King.  

We convene with reverence and awe, preparing ourselves to join with the communion of saints.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
You are invited to pray, perhaps including the following prayer, as you prepare for worship.

Almighty God, You have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ORGAN IMPROVISATION: “How Great Our Joy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JuNGST

Gabriel C. Statom, organ

HARP PRELuDE: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” . . . . . ES IST EIN’ ROS’ ENTSPRuNGEN
“Carol of the Bells” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trad. ukranian

Marian Shaffer, harp

INTROIT: “Wexford Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Traditional Irish Carol, 12th century

Good people all, this Christmastide,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done
In sending his beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day;   
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.

With thankful heart and joyful mind,
The shepherds went the Babe to find,
And, as God’s angel had foretold,
They did our Saviour, Christ, behold.
Within a manger he was laid,
And by his side the virgin maid,
Attending on the Lord of life,
Who came on earth to end all strife.

Ginger Statom and Eva Gibson, sopranos

CALL TO WORSHIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael G. Stokke

WHYMN OF PRAISE: No. 215 “While by the Sheep We Watched at Night” . . . . . JuNGST

WOLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Chronicles 16:28-36  . . . . . . Christopher M. Taylor (8:15)
Jay L. Cofield (11:00)

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come before him!

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth;

yes, the world is established;  
it shall never be moved.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!”

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Say also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather and deliver us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name 
and glory in your praise.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting!”

Then all the people said, “Amen!”  
and praised the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JuNGST

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy joy!  Joy, joy joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Renewing Our Faith
Our faith is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, 

joining our hearts and voices in prayers and hymns of praise to Him.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
forgive us, Lord. 
When we reduce Christmas to a materialistic affair, 
have mercy on us, Father. 
When hardness of heart keeps us from the wonder of our Savior’s birth, 
let Your grace consume us, O God. 
When the wars around us are of no concern, 
forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer. 
When our caring is not extended to action, 
move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
We come to confess our sinfulness before You and before each other. 
Remove all barriers that divide us, 
and let there be no obstacle to our love for You and for one another. 
For we pray in the name of our Prince of Peace, Amen!

INDIVIDuAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

HARP MEDITATION: “Interlude” from Ceremony of Carols . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benjamin Britten

ASSuRANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

God has caused light to shine in our hearts,
the light that is knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christ.
based on 2 Corinthians 4:6

WHYMN OF ADORATION: No. 219 “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord” . . . .CANONBuRY

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gerry A. Peak

OFFERTORY SOLO: ”The Lute Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary E. Caldwell
text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King?
Awake the voice,  awake the string!

Heart, ear, and eye, and everything awake!
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room to welcome Him,
To do Him honor, who’s our King and Lord
Of all this rejoicing!

Eva Gibson, soloist

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CRANHAM

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabriel C. Statom

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Paraments
The season of the Christ Child is represented by a brilliant golden star,  

the star that appeared in the East. Its radiant beams streaming downward  
toward earth are embroidered upon a Pulpit Scarf of white needlepoint,  

symbolizing purity. upon each white Bible Marker is the Chi Rho, creatively  
designed with a horizontal bar over the top of the two cross bars of Chi,  

suggesting a manger, intersected by the vertical symbol, Rho. 
The Paraments will hang on Christmas Eve and until Epiphany Day, January 6.

Offering Our Obedience
God speaks through the reading and preaching of the Holy Scriptures,  

and we respond with grateful submission and loving service.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
(page 554 in pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                                         Time Matters                                       Sanders L. Willson

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

WHYMN OF HIS BIRTH: No. 224 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  . . . . . . . . . . . .GO TELL IT

WBENEDICTION

WCONGREGATIONAL THREE-FOLD AMEN

ORGAN POSTLuDE: Improvisation on “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” . . . . .GO TELL IT

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778

We consider it a privilege to have our children in worship with us. If your small children become 
restless and vocal, we invite you to the children’s room especially designed for them at the rear of 
the Sanctuary. They are also welcome in the nursery. Older children should also be encouraged 
to come to church prepared to stay in their pew throughout the service. 
One of our pastors will be available after the service to pray for you or to offer helpful direction 
regarding your spiritual life. He will be in the Gathering Room, which is the first room on your 
left as you exit the southwest door of the Sanctuary (closest to the pulpit). You may also send 
your confidential email to pastor@2pc.org with questions about your spiritual life.

Order for the Public Worship of God
The Twenty-fourth Day of December, Two Thousand and Ten

Christmas Eve Communion
5:30 and 8:00 p.m. • The Sanctuary

As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and respectful attitude of worship.
Please turn off your cell phone.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

ORGAN PRELUDE

ORCHESTRAL PRELUDE: “Christmas”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               .Max Reger

CALL TO WORSHIP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Darrin S. Anthony (5:30)
                                                                                              Jonathan R . Becker (8:00)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 225 “Once In Royal David’s City”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Irby

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanzas 2-5, Congregation

PROPHETIC LESSON: Micah 5:1-5a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        .Brandon O’Brien (5:30)
                                 (page 778 in pew Bible)                                     Walt Wepfer (8:00)

This is the Word of the Lord .
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           . Irby

All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, join and sing, worship Christ, the newborn King.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Catherine and Pat Nelson, Bess, David, Catey, Mary Moore (5:30)
Charlotte and Bob Neal (8:00)

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ben Erickson (5:30)
                                      (page 807 in pew Bible)                                Luke Jensen (8:00)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to Christ.

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  . arr. Mack Wilberg

Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.  
Swiftly winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing:  
Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new  
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:  
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:1-18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Michael R. Gatliff (5:30)
                                           (page 886 in pew Bible)                    Andrew P. Wells (8:00)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.     (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS TO THE LORD

Our special offering today is for the Caring Ministry Fund. This fund assists those in need 
among our members and in our community. If you would like to contribute, please use the 
special envelope in the pew rack or mark your check “2PC Caring Ministry Fund.”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “What Sweeter Music”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . John Rutter
Text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and give the honor to this day
That sees December turn’d to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile like a field beset with corn?  
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?  
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:  

‘Tis He is born, whose quick’ning birth  
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven and the under-earth. 

We see Him come, and know Him ours, Who, with His sunshine and His show’rs, 
Turns the patient ground to flow’rs.  
The Darling of the world is come, and fit it is, we find a room  
To welcome Him.  
The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,  
Which we will give Him; and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath,  
To do Him honor who’s our King, and Lord of all this revelling.

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing,
The birth of this our heav’nly King?

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “In the Bleak Midwinter”   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 HOLSt

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanza 2, Congregation

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GREETINGS

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

CHRISTMAS EVE HOMILY                Manger Meditations              Sanders L. Willson

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF INVITATION: No. 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   . . . . . . . . . . . .             . ADEStE FIDELES

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
Who graciously sent Your Son 
to be born in a cattle stall, 
to live a poor and simple life, 
and to suffer and die for our sakes, 
we confess that we have sinned against You 
in thought and word and deed, 
both in what we have done  
and also in what we have left undone. 
We deserve nothing but Your disfavor and judgment. 
Please forgive us, 
for we are truly sorry and do humbly repent. 
Renew our hearts 
that we may rejoice in Your saving grace 
and live for You in grateful obedience 
on this special night and in the days to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PrAyErS OF CONFESSION

ASSUrANCE OF DIVINE PArDON

LITANY OF PRAISE

The Lord be with you .

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts .

We lift them up unto the Lord.



Worshipping Our King
We gather as God’s people to offer joyful praise to our King.  

We convene with reverence and awe, preparing ourselves to join with the communion of saints.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
You are invited to pray, perhaps including the following prayer, as you prepare for worship.

Almighty God, You have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ORGAN IMPROVISATION: “How Great Our Joy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JuNGST

Gabriel C. Statom, organ

HARP PRELuDE: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” . . . . . ES IST EIN’ ROS’ ENTSPRuNGEN
“Carol of the Bells” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trad. ukranian

Marian Shaffer, harp

INTROIT: “Wexford Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Traditional Irish Carol, 12th century

Good people all, this Christmastide,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done
In sending his beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day;   
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.

With thankful heart and joyful mind,
The shepherds went the Babe to find,
And, as God’s angel had foretold,
They did our Saviour, Christ, behold.
Within a manger he was laid,
And by his side the virgin maid,
Attending on the Lord of life,
Who came on earth to end all strife.

Ginger Statom and Eva Gibson, sopranos

CALL TO WORSHIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael G. Stokke

WHYMN OF PRAISE: No. 215 “While by the Sheep We Watched at Night” . . . . . JuNGST

WOLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Chronicles 16:28-36  . . . . . . Christopher M. Taylor (8:15)
Jay L. Cofield (11:00)

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come before him!

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth;

yes, the world is established;  
it shall never be moved.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!”

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Say also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather and deliver us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name 
and glory in your praise.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting!”

Then all the people said, “Amen!”  
and praised the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JuNGST

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy joy!  Joy, joy joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Renewing Our Faith
Our faith is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, 

joining our hearts and voices in prayers and hymns of praise to Him.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
forgive us, Lord. 
When we reduce Christmas to a materialistic affair, 
have mercy on us, Father. 
When hardness of heart keeps us from the wonder of our Savior’s birth, 
let Your grace consume us, O God. 
When the wars around us are of no concern, 
forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer. 
When our caring is not extended to action, 
move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
We come to confess our sinfulness before You and before each other. 
Remove all barriers that divide us, 
and let there be no obstacle to our love for You and for one another. 
For we pray in the name of our Prince of Peace, Amen!

INDIVIDuAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

HARP MEDITATION: “Interlude” from Ceremony of Carols . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benjamin Britten

ASSuRANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

God has caused light to shine in our hearts,
the light that is knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christ.
based on 2 Corinthians 4:6

WHYMN OF ADORATION: No. 219 “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord” . . . .CANONBuRY

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gerry A. Peak

OFFERTORY SOLO: ”The Lute Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary E. Caldwell
text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King?
Awake the voice,  awake the string!

Heart, ear, and eye, and everything awake!
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room to welcome Him,
To do Him honor, who’s our King and Lord
Of all this rejoicing!

Eva Gibson, soloist

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CRANHAM

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabriel C. Statom

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Paraments
The season of the Christ Child is represented by a brilliant golden star,  

the star that appeared in the East. Its radiant beams streaming downward  
toward earth are embroidered upon a Pulpit Scarf of white needlepoint,  

symbolizing purity. upon each white Bible Marker is the Chi Rho, creatively  
designed with a horizontal bar over the top of the two cross bars of Chi,  

suggesting a manger, intersected by the vertical symbol, Rho. 
The Paraments will hang on Christmas Eve and until Epiphany Day, January 6.

Offering Our Obedience
God speaks through the reading and preaching of the Holy Scriptures,  

and we respond with grateful submission and loving service.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
(page 554 in pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                                         Time Matters                                       Sanders L. Willson

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

WHYMN OF HIS BIRTH: No. 224 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  . . . . . . . . . . . .GO TELL IT

WBENEDICTION

WCONGREGATIONAL THREE-FOLD AMEN

ORGAN POSTLuDE: Improvisation on “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” . . . . .GO TELL IT

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778

We consider it a privilege to have our children in worship with us. If your small children become 
restless and vocal, we invite you to the children’s room especially designed for them at the rear of 
the Sanctuary. They are also welcome in the nursery. Older children should also be encouraged 
to come to church prepared to stay in their pew throughout the service. 
One of our pastors will be available after the service to pray for you or to offer helpful direction 
regarding your spiritual life. He will be in the Gathering Room, which is the first room on your 
left as you exit the southwest door of the Sanctuary (closest to the pulpit). You may also send 
your confidential email to pastor@2pc.org with questions about your spiritual life.

Order for the Public Worship of God
The Twenty-fourth Day of December, Two Thousand and Ten

Christmas Eve Communion
5:30 and 8:00 p.m. • The Sanctuary

As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and respectful attitude of worship.
Please turn off your cell phone.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

ORGAN PRELUDE

ORCHESTRAL PRELUDE: “Christmas”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               .Max Reger

CALL TO WORSHIP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Darrin S. Anthony (5:30)
                                                                                              Jonathan R . Becker (8:00)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 225 “Once In Royal David’s City”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Irby

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanzas 2-5, Congregation

PROPHETIC LESSON: Micah 5:1-5a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        .Brandon O’Brien (5:30)
                                 (page 778 in pew Bible)                                     Walt Wepfer (8:00)

This is the Word of the Lord .
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           . Irby

All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, join and sing, worship Christ, the newborn King.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Catherine and Pat Nelson, Bess, David, Catey, Mary Moore (5:30)
Charlotte and Bob Neal (8:00)

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ben Erickson (5:30)
                                      (page 807 in pew Bible)                                Luke Jensen (8:00)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to Christ.

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  . arr. Mack Wilberg

Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.  
Swiftly winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing:  
Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new  
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:  
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:1-18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Michael R. Gatliff (5:30)
                                           (page 886 in pew Bible)                    Andrew P. Wells (8:00)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.     (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS TO THE LORD

Our special offering today is for the Caring Ministry Fund. This fund assists those in need 
among our members and in our community. If you would like to contribute, please use the 
special envelope in the pew rack or mark your check “2PC Caring Ministry Fund.”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “What Sweeter Music”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . John Rutter
Text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and give the honor to this day
That sees December turn’d to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile like a field beset with corn?  
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?  
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:  

‘Tis He is born, whose quick’ning birth  
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven and the under-earth. 

We see Him come, and know Him ours, Who, with His sunshine and His show’rs, 
Turns the patient ground to flow’rs.  
The Darling of the world is come, and fit it is, we find a room  
To welcome Him.  
The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,  
Which we will give Him; and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath,  
To do Him honor who’s our King, and Lord of all this revelling.

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing,
The birth of this our heav’nly King?

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “In the Bleak Midwinter”   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 HOLSt

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanza 2, Congregation

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GREETINGS

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

CHRISTMAS EVE HOMILY                Manger Meditations              Sanders L. Willson

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF INVITATION: No. 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   . . . . . . . . . . . .             . ADEStE FIDELES

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
Who graciously sent Your Son 
to be born in a cattle stall, 
to live a poor and simple life, 
and to suffer and die for our sakes, 
we confess that we have sinned against You 
in thought and word and deed, 
both in what we have done  
and also in what we have left undone. 
We deserve nothing but Your disfavor and judgment. 
Please forgive us, 
for we are truly sorry and do humbly repent. 
Renew our hearts 
that we may rejoice in Your saving grace 
and live for You in grateful obedience 
on this special night and in the days to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PrAyErS OF CONFESSION

ASSUrANCE OF DIVINE PArDON

LITANY OF PRAISE

The Lord be with you .

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts .

We lift them up unto the Lord.



Worshipping Our King
We gather as God’s people to offer joyful praise to our King.  

We convene with reverence and awe, preparing ourselves to join with the communion of saints.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
You are invited to pray, perhaps including the following prayer, as you prepare for worship.

Almighty God, You have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ORGAN IMPROVISATION: “How Great Our Joy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JuNGST

Gabriel C. Statom, organ

HARP PRELuDE: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” . . . . . ES IST EIN’ ROS’ ENTSPRuNGEN
“Carol of the Bells” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trad. ukranian

Marian Shaffer, harp

INTROIT: “Wexford Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Traditional Irish Carol, 12th century

Good people all, this Christmastide,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done
In sending his beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day;   
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.

With thankful heart and joyful mind,
The shepherds went the Babe to find,
And, as God’s angel had foretold,
They did our Saviour, Christ, behold.
Within a manger he was laid,
And by his side the virgin maid,
Attending on the Lord of life,
Who came on earth to end all strife.

Ginger Statom and Eva Gibson, sopranos

CALL TO WORSHIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael G. Stokke

WHYMN OF PRAISE: No. 215 “While by the Sheep We Watched at Night” . . . . . JuNGST

WOLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Chronicles 16:28-36  . . . . . . Christopher M. Taylor (8:15)
Jay L. Cofield (11:00)

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come before him!

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth;

yes, the world is established;  
it shall never be moved.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!”

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Say also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather and deliver us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name 
and glory in your praise.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting!”

Then all the people said, “Amen!”  
and praised the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JuNGST

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy joy!  Joy, joy joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Renewing Our Faith
Our faith is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, 

joining our hearts and voices in prayers and hymns of praise to Him.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
forgive us, Lord. 
When we reduce Christmas to a materialistic affair, 
have mercy on us, Father. 
When hardness of heart keeps us from the wonder of our Savior’s birth, 
let Your grace consume us, O God. 
When the wars around us are of no concern, 
forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer. 
When our caring is not extended to action, 
move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
We come to confess our sinfulness before You and before each other. 
Remove all barriers that divide us, 
and let there be no obstacle to our love for You and for one another. 
For we pray in the name of our Prince of Peace, Amen!

INDIVIDuAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

HARP MEDITATION: “Interlude” from Ceremony of Carols . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benjamin Britten

ASSuRANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

God has caused light to shine in our hearts,
the light that is knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christ.
based on 2 Corinthians 4:6

WHYMN OF ADORATION: No. 219 “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord” . . . .CANONBuRY

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gerry A. Peak

OFFERTORY SOLO: ”The Lute Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary E. Caldwell
text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King?
Awake the voice,  awake the string!

Heart, ear, and eye, and everything awake!
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room to welcome Him,
To do Him honor, who’s our King and Lord
Of all this rejoicing!

Eva Gibson, soloist

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CRANHAM

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabriel C. Statom

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Paraments
The season of the Christ Child is represented by a brilliant golden star,  

the star that appeared in the East. Its radiant beams streaming downward  
toward earth are embroidered upon a Pulpit Scarf of white needlepoint,  

symbolizing purity. upon each white Bible Marker is the Chi Rho, creatively  
designed with a horizontal bar over the top of the two cross bars of Chi,  

suggesting a manger, intersected by the vertical symbol, Rho. 
The Paraments will hang on Christmas Eve and until Epiphany Day, January 6.

Offering Our Obedience
God speaks through the reading and preaching of the Holy Scriptures,  

and we respond with grateful submission and loving service.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
(page 554 in pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                                         Time Matters                                       Sanders L. Willson

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

WHYMN OF HIS BIRTH: No. 224 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  . . . . . . . . . . . .GO TELL IT

WBENEDICTION

WCONGREGATIONAL THREE-FOLD AMEN

ORGAN POSTLuDE: Improvisation on “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” . . . . .GO TELL IT

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778

We consider it a privilege to have our children in worship with us. If your small children become 
restless and vocal, we invite you to the children’s room especially designed for them at the rear of 
the Sanctuary. They are also welcome in the nursery. Older children should also be encouraged 
to come to church prepared to stay in their pew throughout the service. 
One of our pastors will be available after the service to pray for you or to offer helpful direction 
regarding your spiritual life. He will be in the Gathering Room, which is the first room on your 
left as you exit the southwest door of the Sanctuary (closest to the pulpit). You may also send 
your confidential email to pastor@2pc.org with questions about your spiritual life.

Order for the Public Worship of God
The Twenty-fourth Day of December, Two Thousand and Ten

Christmas Eve Communion
5:30 and 8:00 p.m. • The Sanctuary

As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and respectful attitude of worship.
Please turn off your cell phone.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

ORGAN PRELUDE

ORCHESTRAL PRELUDE: “Christmas”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               .Max Reger

CALL TO WORSHIP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Darrin S. Anthony (5:30)
                                                                                              Jonathan R . Becker (8:00)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 225 “Once In Royal David’s City”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Irby

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanzas 2-5, Congregation

PROPHETIC LESSON: Micah 5:1-5a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        .Brandon O’Brien (5:30)
                                 (page 778 in pew Bible)                                     Walt Wepfer (8:00)

This is the Word of the Lord .
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           . Irby

All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, join and sing, worship Christ, the newborn King.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Catherine and Pat Nelson, Bess, David, Catey, Mary Moore (5:30)
Charlotte and Bob Neal (8:00)

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ben Erickson (5:30)
                                      (page 807 in pew Bible)                                Luke Jensen (8:00)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to Christ.

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  . arr. Mack Wilberg

Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.  
Swiftly winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing:  
Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new  
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:  
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:1-18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Michael R. Gatliff (5:30)
                                           (page 886 in pew Bible)                    Andrew P. Wells (8:00)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.     (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS TO THE LORD

Our special offering today is for the Caring Ministry Fund. This fund assists those in need 
among our members and in our community. If you would like to contribute, please use the 
special envelope in the pew rack or mark your check “2PC Caring Ministry Fund.”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “What Sweeter Music”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . John Rutter
Text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and give the honor to this day
That sees December turn’d to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile like a field beset with corn?  
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?  
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:  

‘Tis He is born, whose quick’ning birth  
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven and the under-earth. 

We see Him come, and know Him ours, Who, with His sunshine and His show’rs, 
Turns the patient ground to flow’rs.  
The Darling of the world is come, and fit it is, we find a room  
To welcome Him.  
The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,  
Which we will give Him; and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath,  
To do Him honor who’s our King, and Lord of all this revelling.

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing,
The birth of this our heav’nly King?

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “In the Bleak Midwinter”   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 HOLSt

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanza 2, Congregation

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GREETINGS

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

CHRISTMAS EVE HOMILY                Manger Meditations              Sanders L. Willson

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF INVITATION: No. 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   . . . . . . . . . . . .             . ADEStE FIDELES

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
Who graciously sent Your Son 
to be born in a cattle stall, 
to live a poor and simple life, 
and to suffer and die for our sakes, 
we confess that we have sinned against You 
in thought and word and deed, 
both in what we have done  
and also in what we have left undone. 
We deserve nothing but Your disfavor and judgment. 
Please forgive us, 
for we are truly sorry and do humbly repent. 
Renew our hearts 
that we may rejoice in Your saving grace 
and live for You in grateful obedience 
on this special night and in the days to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PrAyErS OF CONFESSION

ASSUrANCE OF DIVINE PArDON

LITANY OF PRAISE

The Lord be with you .

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts .

We lift them up unto the Lord.



Worshipping Our King
We gather as God’s people to offer joyful praise to our King.  

We convene with reverence and awe, preparing ourselves to join with the communion of saints.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
You are invited to pray, perhaps including the following prayer, as you prepare for worship.

Almighty God, You have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ORGAN IMPROVISATION: “How Great Our Joy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JuNGST

Gabriel C. Statom, organ

HARP PRELuDE: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” . . . . . ES IST EIN’ ROS’ ENTSPRuNGEN
“Carol of the Bells” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trad. ukranian

Marian Shaffer, harp

INTROIT: “Wexford Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Traditional Irish Carol, 12th century

Good people all, this Christmastide,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done
In sending his beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day;   
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.

With thankful heart and joyful mind,
The shepherds went the Babe to find,
And, as God’s angel had foretold,
They did our Saviour, Christ, behold.
Within a manger he was laid,
And by his side the virgin maid,
Attending on the Lord of life,
Who came on earth to end all strife.

Ginger Statom and Eva Gibson, sopranos

CALL TO WORSHIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael G. Stokke

WHYMN OF PRAISE: No. 215 “While by the Sheep We Watched at Night” . . . . . JuNGST

WOLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Chronicles 16:28-36  . . . . . . Christopher M. Taylor (8:15)
Jay L. Cofield (11:00)

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come before him!

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth;

yes, the world is established;  
it shall never be moved.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!”

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Say also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather and deliver us from among the nations,

that we may give thanks to your holy name 
and glory in your praise.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting!”

Then all the people said, “Amen!”  
and praised the Lord.

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JuNGST

How great our joy! Great our joy! 
Joy, joy joy!  Joy, joy joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

WPRAYER OF ADORATION

Renewing Our Faith
Our faith is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, 

joining our hearts and voices in prayers and hymns of praise to Him.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
forgive us, Lord. 
When we reduce Christmas to a materialistic affair, 
have mercy on us, Father. 
When hardness of heart keeps us from the wonder of our Savior’s birth, 
let Your grace consume us, O God. 
When the wars around us are of no concern, 
forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer. 
When our caring is not extended to action, 
move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
We come to confess our sinfulness before You and before each other. 
Remove all barriers that divide us, 
and let there be no obstacle to our love for You and for one another. 
For we pray in the name of our Prince of Peace, Amen!

INDIVIDuAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

HARP MEDITATION: “Interlude” from Ceremony of Carols . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benjamin Britten

ASSuRANCE OF DIVINE PARDON

God has caused light to shine in our hearts,
the light that is knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christ.
based on 2 Corinthians 4:6

WHYMN OF ADORATION: No. 219 “All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord” . . . .CANONBuRY

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gerry A. Peak

OFFERTORY SOLO: ”The Lute Carol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary E. Caldwell
text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King?
Awake the voice,  awake the string!

Heart, ear, and eye, and everything awake!
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room to welcome Him,
To do Him honor, who’s our King and Lord
Of all this rejoicing!

Eva Gibson, soloist

WCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CRANHAM

WPRAYER OF DEDICATION

WGREETINGS

A WORD TO THE CHILDREN (8:15)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabriel C. Statom

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Paraments
The season of the Christ Child is represented by a brilliant golden star,  

the star that appeared in the East. Its radiant beams streaming downward  
toward earth are embroidered upon a Pulpit Scarf of white needlepoint,  

symbolizing purity. upon each white Bible Marker is the Chi Rho, creatively  
designed with a horizontal bar over the top of the two cross bars of Chi,  

suggesting a manger, intersected by the vertical symbol, Rho. 
The Paraments will hang on Christmas Eve and until Epiphany Day, January 6.

Offering Our Obedience
God speaks through the reading and preaching of the Holy Scriptures,  

and we respond with grateful submission and loving service.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
(page 554 in pew Bible)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.      (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

SERMON                                         Time Matters                                       Sanders L. Willson

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

WHYMN OF HIS BIRTH: No. 224 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  . . . . . . . . . . . .GO TELL IT

WBENEDICTION

WCONGREGATIONAL THREE-FOLD AMEN

ORGAN POSTLuDE: Improvisation on “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” . . . . .GO TELL IT

WIndicates congregation standing                                                           CCLI License #252778

We consider it a privilege to have our children in worship with us. If your small children become 
restless and vocal, we invite you to the children’s room especially designed for them at the rear of 
the Sanctuary. They are also welcome in the nursery. Older children should also be encouraged 
to come to church prepared to stay in their pew throughout the service. 
One of our pastors will be available after the service to pray for you or to offer helpful direction 
regarding your spiritual life. He will be in the Gathering Room, which is the first room on your 
left as you exit the southwest door of the Sanctuary (closest to the pulpit). You may also send 
your confidential email to pastor@2pc.org with questions about your spiritual life.

Order for the Public Worship of God
The Twenty-fourth Day of December, Two Thousand and Ten

Christmas Eve Communion
5:30 and 8:00 p.m. • The Sanctuary

As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and respectful attitude of worship.
Please turn off your cell phone.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

ORGAN PRELUDE

ORCHESTRAL PRELUDE: “Christmas”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               .Max Reger

CALL TO WORSHIP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Darrin S. Anthony (5:30)
                                                                                              Jonathan R . Becker (8:00)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: No. 225 “Once In Royal David’s City”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Irby

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanzas 2-5, Congregation

PROPHETIC LESSON: Micah 5:1-5a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        .Brandon O’Brien (5:30)
                                 (page 778 in pew Bible)                                     Walt Wepfer (8:00)

This is the Word of the Lord .
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           . Irby

All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, join and sing, worship Christ, the newborn King.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Catherine and Pat Nelson, Bess, David, Catey, Mary Moore (5:30)
Charlotte and Bob Neal (8:00)

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ben Erickson (5:30)
                                      (page 807 in pew Bible)                                Luke Jensen (8:00)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to Christ.

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  . arr. Mack Wilberg

Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.  
Swiftly winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing:  
Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new  
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:  
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:1-18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Michael R. Gatliff (5:30)
                                           (page 886 in pew Bible)                    Andrew P. Wells (8:00)

All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field;
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 but the Word of our God will stand forever. Amen.     (Isaiah 40:6b, 8)

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS TO THE LORD

Our special offering today is for the Caring Ministry Fund. This fund assists those in need 
among our members and in our community. If you would like to contribute, please use the 
special envelope in the pew rack or mark your check “2PC Caring Ministry Fund.”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “What Sweeter Music”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . John Rutter
Text by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and give the honor to this day
That sees December turn’d to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn smile like a field beset with corn?  
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?  
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:  

‘Tis He is born, whose quick’ning birth  
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven and the under-earth. 

We see Him come, and know Him ours, Who, with His sunshine and His show’rs, 
Turns the patient ground to flow’rs.  
The Darling of the world is come, and fit it is, we find a room  
To welcome Him.  
The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,  
Which we will give Him; and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath,  
To do Him honor who’s our King, and Lord of all this revelling.

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing,
The birth of this our heav’nly King?

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “In the Bleak Midwinter”   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 HOLSt

Stanza 1, Choir Only 
Stanza 2, Congregation

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GREETINGS

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

CHRISTMAS EVE HOMILY                Manger Meditations              Sanders L. Willson

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF INVITATION: No. 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   . . . . . . . . . . . .             . ADEStE FIDELES

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
Who graciously sent Your Son 
to be born in a cattle stall, 
to live a poor and simple life, 
and to suffer and die for our sakes, 
we confess that we have sinned against You 
in thought and word and deed, 
both in what we have done  
and also in what we have left undone. 
We deserve nothing but Your disfavor and judgment. 
Please forgive us, 
for we are truly sorry and do humbly repent. 
Renew our hearts 
that we may rejoice in Your saving grace 
and live for You in grateful obedience 
on this special night and in the days to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL PrAyErS OF CONFESSION

ASSUrANCE OF DIVINE PArDON

LITANY OF PRAISE

The Lord be with you .

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts .

We lift them up unto the Lord.


