
The Master’s Ethic: The True Life
True Righteousness: Your Word - Matthew 5:27-37
October 11, 2012
5:27-32
I.
Your integrity in sexual matters is sacred.
:27-30

A.
In your relationships with other women.


:27



1.
The old way is merely outward.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’”
:28-30



2.
The new way is from the heart.
“But I say to you…”
:28




a.
The standard.






“…that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”






• We are all guilty of sexual sin.
Rom. 3:23






• In Christ we are forgiven our sexual sins.
I Cor. 6:11






• Our sexual practice reveals our theology.
Rom. 1:24-27; I Thess. 4:5, 8






• Sexual sin is intensely selfish.
I Thess. 4:6






• Sexual sin provokes God’s judgment.
I Cor. 6:9-10; I Thess. 4:6; Rev. 21:8






• Sexual sin violates our calling.
I Thess. 4:7; ESV Study pp.2547-50
:29, 30




b.
The solution.






“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.  For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.  For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.”






• Sexual purity begins in the heart.
Matt. 5:28






• Sexual purity requires enormous discipline. Matt. 5:29, 30






• Sexual purity entails speech.
Eph. 5:3-17

:31-32

B.
In your relationship with your wife.


:31



1.
The old way is merely legal.
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’”
cf. Deuteronomy 24:1
:32



2.
The new way is moral.
“But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
cf. Genesis 2:24; Proverbs 2:17; Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 19:3-12; I Corinthians 7:10-16, 39; ESV Study Bible, pp. 2543-47.






• Practice His presence.






• Serve your wife.






• Look to the Cross and the Spirit.




Westminster Confession of Faith, XXIV, 6:




Although the corruption of man be such as is apt to study arguments unduly to put asunder those whom God hath joined together in marriage: yet, nothing but adultery, or such willful desertion as can no way be remedied by the church, or civil magistrate, is cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of marriage: wherein, a public and orderly course of proceeding is to be observed; and the persons concerned in it not left to their own wills, and discretion, in their own case.
5:33-37  
II.
 Your integrity in verbal matters is sacred.


  :33

A.
The old way is qualified.
“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.”





cf. Numbers 30:2; Leviticus 19:12; Isaiah 48:1
  :34-37

B.
The new way is comprehensive.
“But I say to you, ‘Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem for it is the city of the great King.  And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No”; anything more than this comes from evil.’”
cf. Ecclesiastes 5:4; Psalm 15:4; Ephesians 4:15, 25
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