REVELATION WITH A PURPOSE

Revelation 1:4-8
1:4a
I.
Revelation Identifies the Author




A.
The content is prophetic.

B. The purpose is pastoral.
C. The authority is apostolic.





Same John as Gospel-writer?

· 900 words in each with fewer than half in common

· different styles

· common words, phrases, concepts

· who else?

· witness of early church unanimous

What difference does it make?




Apostles:
eye witnesses






personally commissioned






miracle workers






        ( intrinsic authority
1:4b
II.
Revelation Blesses its Audience
A. The blessing is profound

1. grace

2. peace

B. The audience is particular

why churches?

why seven?

1:4c-8

III.
Revelation Reveals and Praises God
1:4c-7


A.  God is Triune

1. Father

“who is… who was… who is to come”

the God Who is

2. Spirit

“the seven spirits before his throne”

the God Who is among us

(immense
(indwelling

(perfect
(from on high

1:5-7
3.
Son
a. faithful witness
b. firstborn from the dead

c. ruler of the kings of the earth

d. one who loves us
1) freed us from our sins by his blood

2) made us kings and priests to God

e. object of worship
f. returning King
1:8
B.   Sovereign
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